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Need for Public Safety Campus 
 

The City of Woodbury constructed a City Hall on Radio Drive, which also housed the 
police department and the City’s second fire station which later became solely the 
Public Safety Building in 1990 after a new City Hall was constructed on Valley Creek 
Road. In 1993, the Fire Department, originally incorporated as a volunteer 
organization, became a municipal department. In July 1996, police, fire and 
emergency medical services were combined into one department under the 
leadership of the Public Safety Director.  Subsequent building additions and 
improvements were made to the Public Safety Building in 2000 and 2010 as the City 
of Woodbury population and operations grew. 

The existing building is beyond the capacity of the Department’s current operational 
needs, and its inefficiencies hinder the ability to meet the increasing needs in 
Woodbury and its immediate region. The urgently-needed facility improvements are 
necessary to continue to provide 
services to non-residents and 
businesses at current levels as well as 
increased demands for services as the 
East metro develops in the future. 
Financing the project through a City 
sales tax is an equitable method to 
reflect the benefits of the region 
surrounding Woodbury that relies on 
its need to provide public safety 
services to them. 

Location Inefficiencies 
While the existing location of the 
Public Safety building is not scheduled 
to move, the redeveloped campus will 
work to address existing issues with 
facility access. In particular, leaving 
the facility for emergency response 
near one of Woodbury’s busiest 
intersections (Radio Drive at Valley 
Creek Road) is particularly 
challenging and can impact call 
response. 
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Existing Building Inefficiencies 
 
The following photographs further detail the inefficiencies in both space and function 
at the existing building to meet the current and future needs of Woodbury Public 
Safety. 

 
 

 
 

 
Additional storage spaces created throughout the building for equipment, office 
supplies and educational materials. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Garage area – Additional storage also created. 
 
In addition, no additional parking spaces are 
available indoors as the fleet continues to grow 
with staff. 
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Gear cleaning rack/hose storage 
required to be located outside of gear 
cleaning area in a hallway. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Uneven design creates safety and trip 
hazards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roll call meeting room area is at maximum 
capacity with existing staffing. 
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Woodbury’s digital forensic 
detective’s work has been expanding 
and provides examines for other 
agencies. (Several within Washington 
County/Maplewood/St. Croix County 
(WI)/Hudson (WI)).  Secure storage 
has become a challenge. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Parking lot for employees and 
on-duty squads is at capacity. 
When department meetings are 
held staff are required to park in 
other locations. 
 
 
 
 
 



9B
City Administrator's Report

January 25, 2023

Neighborhood Meetings:

No Items Scheduled

Preliminary Items Scheduled for the Planning Commission Meeting of February 6, 2023:

1. Westwind, Rezoning, Planned Unit Development, Conditional Use Permit, Preliminary Plat, 
Site and Building Plan, Project No. 33-2022-00502

2. Park Place Storage, Conditional Use Permit, Site and Building Plan, Project No. 01-202-00504

Preliminary Items Scheduled for the Council Workshop Meeting of February 1, 2023:

1. Council DEI training
2. Water softening

Preliminary Public Hearings Scheduled for February 8, 2023:

1. Westwind, Rezoning, Planned Unit Development, Conditional Use Permit, Preliminary Plat, 
Site and Building Plan, Project No. 33-2022-00502

Other Meetings:

Parks and Natural Resources Commission, February 7, 7 p.m., Ash North and South 
Conference Rooms

Respectfully submitted,

Clinton P. Gridley
City Administrator


